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state + cs 
The National Science Foundation has awarded $105,700 to the University of Montana 
Department of Computer Sciences for the development of a computer programming course 
for use in the I ife sciences, Dr. Robert P. Banaugh, department chairman, has announced. 
With the aid of the computer programming language known as BASIC, Banaugh said he 
and Dr. Wi I I iam R. Pierce, a professor in the UM School of Forestry, wi I I use the grant 
"to develop a course of study by emphasizing the formulation and solution of problems 
originating in the life sciences." 
By using the BASIC progra~ming language, students can avoid the use of mathematics, 
which has previously been a stumbling block to many students in the use of quantitative 
methods In the I ife sciences, Banaugh said. 
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